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A brand new institution, Chesapeake College is
building a campus with contenporary structures around
a plan which is neither formal or static and which
will allow for additive expansion without destroying
or interrupting the integrity of the whole. The style
of the buildings is a functional modernism employing
poth the traditional Maryland material of brick and the
very popular contemporary material of concrete. The
strong emphasis given by the concrete structural
members owes something to the architectural style known
as the "New Brutalism" (John Johansen's Mechanic Theatre
in Baltimore is a prime:example), however, the formalistic
approach (all buildings larger or smaller versions of
the same thing, and they lack the massing of picturesque
profile associated with the "New Brutalists") reflects
the still strong influence of the International Style
(Mies van der Rhoe's I1linois Institute of Technology
being the outstanding example of campus design in this
style). The buildings of Chesapeake College are similar
to other recent academic structures, such as the new
Robert Frost Library at Amherst College, designed by
Ben Thompson.
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Presently still in the constructional stage,
Chesapeake College is a collection of five brick
and concrete buildings, two of which are one story,
two of which are two stories, and the other
building is an auditorium of two story height.
The structures are rectangular with flat roofs;
the concrete cornice extends about 10' over the
walls in every direction and has large sqguare
coffers in the overhan (actually the coffers
are the basic modular blocks which have been
connected to form the roof). Both the vertical
and horizontal structural members are encased in
concrete and the rest of the wall (curtain) is
common bond brick and glass held by black steel

rames and mullions. There are windows on all

of the corners with the lack of a 'corner post’®
visually compensated for by the overhanging roof.

In the single story buildings the vertical steel
framing members are freestanding, about 3' from

the wall and encased in concrete. There is a

sunken garden in front of the north-east building.
Buildings are all variously connected by irregularly

shaped walks.
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A brand new institution, Chesapeake College
is building a campus with contemporary structures
around a plan which is neither formal or static
and which will allow for additive expansion without
destroying or interrupting the integrity of the
whole. The style of the buildings is a functional
modernism employing both the traditional Maryland
material of brick and the very popular contemporary
material of concrete. The strong emphasis given
by the concrete structural members owes ééméth{ﬁé”'
to the architectural style known\;sjthe>"New
Brutaiiém" (John Johansen's Mechanic Theatre in
Baltimore is a prime example), however, the
formalistic approach (all buildings larger or
smaller versions of the same thing, and they lack
the massing of picturesque profile associated with
the "New Brutalists") reflects the still strong
influence of the International Style (Mies van der
Rhoe's Illinois Institute of Technology being
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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